Abstract: This paper proposes a new hybrid block method of order five for solving second-order ordinary differential equations directly. The method is developed using interpolation and collocation techniques. The use of the power series approximate solution as an interpolation polynomial and its second derivative as a collocation equation is considered in deriving the method. Properties of the method such as zero stability, order, consistency, convergence and region of absolute stability are investigated. The new method is then applied to solve the system of second-order ordinary differential equations and the accuracy is better when compared with the existing methods in terms of error.
Introduction
Ordinary differential equations (ODEs) are commonly used for mathematical modeling in many diverse fields such as engineering, operation research, industrial mathematics, behavioral sciences, artificial intelligence, management and sociology. This mathematical modeling is the art of translating problems from an application area into tractable mathematical formulations whose theoretical and numerical analysis provide insight, answers and guidance useful for the originating application [1] . This type of problem can be formulated either in terms of first-order or higher-order ODEs.
In this article, the system of second-order ODEs of the following form is considered.
1 y 2 " 1 f px, 1 y, 1 y 1 q, 1 ypx 0 q " a 0 , 1 y 1 px 0 q " b 0 2 y 2 " 2 f px, 2 y, 2 y 1 q, 2 ypx 0 q " a 1 , 2 y 1 px 0 q " b 1 . . . m y 2 " m f px, m y, m y 1 q, m ypx 0 q " a n , m y 1 px 0 q " b n
The method of solving higher-order ODEs by reducing them to a system of first-order approach involves more functions to evaluate them and then leads to a computational burden as mentioned in [2] [3] [4] . The multistep methods for solving higher-order ODEs directly have been developed by many scholars such as [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] . However, these researchers only applied their methods to solve single initial value problems of ODEs.
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The aim of this paper is to develop a new numerical method for solving single second-order ODEs and systems of second-order ODEs directly.
Derivation of the Method
In this section, a one-step hybrid block method with three off-step points, x n`1 5 , x n`2 5 and x n`3 5 , for solving Equation (1) is derived. Let the power series of the form
be the approximate solution to Equation (1) for x P rx n , x n`1 s where n " 0, 1, 2,¨¨¨, N´1, a 1s are the real coefficients to be determined, v is the number of collocation points, m is the number of interpolation points and h " x n´xn´1 is a constant step size of the partition of interval ra, bs which is given by a " x 0 ă x 1 ă¨¨¨ă x N´1 ă x N " b. Differentiating Equation (2) twice gives:
Interpolating Equation (2) at x n`2 5 , x n`3 5 and collocating Equation (3) at all points in the selected interval, i.e., x n , x n`1 5 , x n`2 5 , x n`3 5 and x n`1 , gives the following equations which can be written in matrix form: 
Employing the Gaussian elimination method on Equation (4) gives the coefficient a i 's, for i " 0p1q6. These values are then substituted into Equation (2) to give the implicit continuous hybrid method of the form:
Differentiating Equation (5) once yields:
where 09hpx´x n q 3600`2 3h 2 3000
Equation (5) is evaluated at non-interpolating points, i.e., x n , x n`1 5 and x n+1 , while its first derivative is evaluated at all points, and this yields the following equation in matrix form:
where j A "¨0´3 
Multiplying Equation (7) by j A´1 gives the hybrid block method as shown below.
I "¨1 
Properties of the Method

Zero Stability
The one-step hybrid block method (8) is said to be zero-stable if and only if the first characteristic function Π(x) has roots such that |x t | ď 1 and if |x t | " 1; then the multiplicity of x t does not exceed two. The characteristic function of the new derived method is given as below: 
2 the solution of which is x " 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 1, 1. Hence, our method is zero-stable.
Order of the Method
According to [9] the order of the new method in Equation (8) is obtained by using the Taylor series and it is found that the developed method has an order of r5, 5, 5, 5, 5, 5, 5, 5s
T with an error constant 
Consistency
The hybrid block method is said to be consistent if it has an order more than or equal to one. Therefore, our method is consistent.
Convergence
Zero stability and consistency are sufficient conditions for a linear multistep method to be convergent [10] . Since the new hybrid block method is zero-stable and consistent, it can be concluded that the method is convergent.
Region of Absolute Stability
In this section, the locus boundary method is adopted to determine the region of absolute stability. The linear multistep numerical method is said to be absolutely stable if for all given h, the roots of the characteristic function Πpxq " ρpxq´hσpxq satisfies |x| ă 1. The test equation y "´λ 2 y is substituted in Equation (8) where h " λ 2 h 2 and λ " d f dy . Substituting x " cos θ´isinθ and equating the imaginary part yields:
h " p56250000 pcos pθq´1qq p3cos pθq´89q
This gives the stability interval of (0, 1222826).
Implementation of the Method
The initial starting value at each block is obtained by using the Taylor method. Then, the calculations are corrected using Equation (8) . For the next block, the same techniques are repeated to compute the approximation values of j y n`1 5 , j y n`2 5 , j y n`3 5 , j y n`1 , j = 1, . . . , m simultaneously until the end of the integrated interval. During the calculations of the iteration, the final values of j y n`1 are taken as the initial values for the next iteration.
Numerical Experiments
In this section, the performance of the developed one-step hybrid block method is examined using the following three systems of second-order initial value problems. Tables 1 and 2 Tables 3 and 4 and  Tables 5 and 6 show the comparison of the numerical results of the new method with exact solution for solving problems 1-3 respectively. While, in Table 7 , the results of the developed method are more accurate than that of [11] which was executed by six-step block method for solving Problem 4. 1 "´e´xy 2 y 1 p0q " 1, y 1 1 p0q " 0, h " 0.01 y 2 2 " 2e x y 1 1 y 2 p0q " 1, y 1 2 p0q " 1, Exact solution: y 1 = cos x, y 2 = e x cos x The numerical results confirm that the proposed method produces better accuracy if compared with the existing methods. This is also clear in the graph below (Figure 1 The numerical results confirm that the proposed method produces better accuracy if compared with the existing methods. This is also clear in the graph below (Figure 1) . 
Conclusions
In this article, a one-step block method with three off-step points is derived via the interpolation collocation approach. The developed method is consistent, zero-stable, convergent, with a region of absolute stability and order five. The numerical results generated when the new developed method was applied to three systems of second-order initial value problems above have shown the high accuracy of the new method. 
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